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HOUSEHOLD FEES AND CHARGES 

415. Dr M.D. NAHAN to the Premier: 
I have a supplementary question. Would the Premier categorise the government’s aggregate impost on households 
in this budget, totalling $3 billion over the term of his government, as “mean spirited penny pinching” like he 
described the three per cent increase in electricity prices last year? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
Mr Speaker, no. Across the forward estimates there is an estimated increase in expenditure each year of around 
1.9 per cent. 
Dr M.D. Nahan: Fees and charges! 
Mr M. McGOWAN: Finally, Western Australians have a government that takes financial management seriously. 
Several members interjected. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: Finally, Western Australians have a government that is actually addressing the real issue 
confronting this state, which is budget repair. That is what is going on in this state today. After the last eight and 
a half years, whether it is the bloke down at the service station or someone at a business breakfast they all say to 
me that at last Western Australia has a government that is dealing with the real issues. 
Several members interjected. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: The real question here is this: will the Liberal and National Parties be responsible and assist 
this government — 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Carine, I call you to order for the first and second time. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: The real question is this: will the Liberal and National Parties be responsible and assist this 
government to fix the mess that they made? That is the question. 
Dr M.D. Nahan interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition, I call you to order for the second time. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: That is the question. I think that is what Western Australians want to know: are the Liberal 
and National Parties going to be responsible in assisting to repair the mess that they made of the Western Australian 
finances, and will they be held to account for that? 
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